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No power-sharing in Telangana, says
Deputy CM amid Karnataka turmoil

Hyderabad: In an interest-
ing assertion, Deputy Chief
Minister Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka said that unlike
in Karnataka, there was no
power-sharing model in
Telangana. In the wake of
Congress government in
Karnataka hitting headlines
over possible change in the
leadership, the Deputy
Chief Minister asserted that
all the Congress Ministers
in Telangana were working
as a team.In an informal
chat with media persons in
New Delhi, he clarified that
it was a policy decision not
to waive the farmers’ crop
loans beyond Rs. 2 lakh per
family, he said. Regarding
the Musi Rejuvenation
Project, the Deputy Chief
Minister stressed that the
River Musi works would
be executed at any cost and
completed within the cur-
rent term of the Congress
government. Similarly, the
Fourth City works were
also being taken up, he
said.Exuding confidence
that there was no scope for
formation of a “Double
Engine Sarkar” in Telan
gana, Mallu Bhatti Vikram
arka said the AICC Chief
Mallikarjun Kharge and

AICC General Secret ary
KC Venugopal had expre
ssed happiness over the
Telangana government’s
performance.Earlier addr
essing a press conference at
AICC Headq uarters, the
Deputy Chief Minister said
the Telangana government
would introduce Rohith
Vemula law shortly and the
law department was
already working on draft-
ing a foolproof piece of
legislation.The government
had already submitted a
note to the court seeking
permission to reopen the
Rohith Vemula case and
none involved in the case

would be spared, he
assured.He also accused
former MLC and the State
BJP president N
Ramchander Rao of exert-
ing pressure on local police
to file cases against five
students of the University
of Hyderabad in the past.
Unable to withstand the
mounting pressure, the uni-
versity management
expelled Rohith Vemula
and his peers from the hos-
tel and this had forced him
to die by suicide, he said,
adding that Ramchander
Rao is now appointed as
BJP State president.

Over Rs.50,000 crore investments secured in just 18
months in life sciences sector, says Sridhar Babu

Hyderabad: Industries
Minister D Sridhar Babu
said in just 18 months
Telangana had secured
Rs.50,000 crore and created
over 60,000 jobs in the life
sciences sector.Speaking at
the 2nd edition of the ET
Pharma Tech Innovation
Conclave inauguration cere-
mony here on Friday, the
Minister said Telangana was
projected to export life sci-
ences products worth Rs.
66,000 crore in 2024–25
financial years.Hyderabad
has earned global recogni-
tion as the “Vaccine Capital
of the World,” by supplying
one-third of the world’s vac-
cines. From India’s largest
Medical Devices Park,
“Made in Telangana” stents
and catheters are now being
exported to 89 countries,
including the US and Japan,
he said.“Our government is
committed to creating
employment for five lakh
individuals in rural and
semi-urban regions through
the life sciences sector. To

achieve this, we are imple-
menting a long-term invest-
ment strategy worth Rs. 1
lakh crore,” Sridhar Babu
said.The Minister further
said plans were underway to
establish pharma villages in
Vikarabad, Nalgonda, and
Medak districts after exten-
sive consultations with all
the stakeholders.“We are in
the final stages of launching
a dedicated Telangana Comp
rehensive Life Sciences

Policy to enhance the global
visibility of the Telangana
brand in this sector,” he
said.Telangana has already
initiated AI-based pilot
screening programmes for
oral, breast, and cervical
cancers in three districts.
Encouraged by the positive
outcomes, preparations were
underway to extend this ini-
tiative across all government
hospitals and medical col-
leges in the State, he added.

Police launch mobile hospital-ambulance services
in Pusuguppa village of Kothagudem district

Kothagudem: The district
police launched mobile
hospital-ambulance servic-
es for adivasis in remote
Pusuguppa village in
Cherla mandal on the Tela
ngana-Chhattisgarh bor-
ders on Friday. Bhadra cha-
lam MLA T Venkat Rao,
district Collec tor Jitesh V
Patil and Superintendent of
Police B Rohith Raju inau-
gurated the facility devel-
oped at a cost of Rs 1 crore,
released through Special
Central Assistance
fundsSpeaking on the occa-
sion, MLA Venkat Rao
lauded the SP and district
police for making efforts
for the welfare of the tribal
people living in Maoist-
affected areas of Cherla
mandal. Adivasis in Pusug
uppa and surrounding areas
should make use of the hos-
pital, he said.A road from
Pusuguppa to Cherla,
recently laid by the police,
was greatly helpful to the
residents of Pusug uppa
and surrounding villages to
go to Bhadrac halam and
Kothagudem towns in case

of medical emergency.
Collector Patil also com-
mended the district police
for taking welfare and
development programmes
to the doorsteps of the trib-
als. The district administra-
tion was working to pro-
vide basic facilities like
education, medicine and
transport to the people liv-
ing in Maoist-affected
areas, he said.Later, SP
Rohith Raju said that the
police department would
stand by the residents of

agency areas and solve
their problems. People of
the border villages of
Chhattisgarh, Rampuram
and Bhimaram should also
use the services of the hos-
pital, he said.Bhadra cha-
lam ASP Vikrant Kumar
Singh, Cherla Inspector
Raju Verma, Special Bran
ch Inspectors Chennuri
Srinivas, E Srinivas, SIs
Narsi Reddy, Keshava and
other officers and staff par-
ticipated in the programme.

BRS MLA slams Congress over
land issues in Sangareddy

Sangareddy: MLA Chintha
Prabhakar lashed out at the
Congress government for
denying benefits to farmers
whose lands were acquired
for land pooling and devel-
oping a layout by HMDA in
Arutla, Kandi, Paslawadi
and Indrakaran villages.
Talking to the farmers in
Sangareddy on Friday, the
BRS MLA said that the gov-
ernment had promised to
give 600 yards of land for
each acre after acquiring the
assigned lands from farmers
in these four villages.
Though the layouts were
developed by HMDA,
Prabhakar said that there
was no progress in distribut-
ing the pattas of 600 yards to
the farmers till now.The
MLA said that the farmers
were moving from pillar to
post, requesting the officials
to issue the land documents.
He demanded that the gov-
ernment release all the bene-
fits these farmers are eligi-
ble for.Earlier on Thursday,
the Sangareddy MLA also

presented a representation to
Collector P Praveenya,
demanding that the govern-
ment stop acquiring fertile
lands from farmers in
Munidevuni Pally,
Mandapur,  Thogarapalli
and Aliyabad villages of
Kondapur mandal. He said
that the government was
taking possession of lands
without giving any informa-

tion to farmers.Prabhakar
said that one acre of land is
being sold at Rs 2.5 crore in
these villages. He demanded
that the government fix an
appropriate compensation to
the farmers before acquiring
lands. Otherwise, the BRS
MLA asked them to leave
the fertile lands to the farm-
ers since they were cultivat-
ing various crops here.

Hyderabad: Elaborate
security arrangements will
be in place with a total of
2,500 police personnel and
about 50 high-definition sur-
veillance cameras for the
Ujjaini Mahankali Bonalu
celebrations to be held on
July 13-14.North Zone DCP
Reshmi Perumal said coor-
dination meetings were
already held and suggestions
taken from all the depart-
ments and temple authorities
to conduct a peaceful festiv-
ity.The DCP said ‘Jogins’
will have to visit the temple
between 1 pm and 3 pm on
July 13, and they can come
directly from the Bata
Showroom side for ‘aarti’ as

per their customs and tradi-
tions.A total of six queue
lines have been set up, and
there will be two special
queue lines for women com-
ing to the temple carrying
‘bonams’, and a maximum
of five people will be
allowed along with the
woman coming with

‘bonam’.Teams includ-
ing Dog Squad, Anti-
Sabotage, She Teams,
and Crime Units will
be deployed to prevent
any untoward incident
and curb thefts and
woman harassment
incidents.“More than
40 CCTV cameras
have been set up in the
temple surroundings as

well as in the areas where
the processions will take
place. A dedicated control
room has been set up in the
Mahankali police station,
where officials from various
departments will monitor
the festivities round-the-
clock,” Perumal said.

2,500 cops, 50 cameras to be
deployed for Secunderabad Bonalu

The key question that
needs to be asked in the
ongoing row over the voter
revision exercise in poll-
bound Bihar is why the
Election Commission
chose to place the burden
of proof on voters. It is
puzzling that the poll panel
has discarded its own find-
ings of more than two
decades in registering elec-
tors as per its notified due
process. Under the June 24
order issued by the EC, any
person not listed in the
2003 Electoral Rolls — an
estimated 2.93 crore indi-
viduals — must submit a
document to prove their
eligibility to vote. This is
quite unprecedented. The
earlier practice involved
house-to-house enumera-
tion where the head of the
family would provide
details of all adult members
without any document sup-
porting citizenship. Now,
the EC’s move to make a
distinction between pre-

2003 and post-2003 defies
any logic. Amid this confu-
sion, the Supreme Court’s
suggestion to include
Aadhaar, Voter ID, and
ration cards in the ongoing
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) is a welcome devel-
opment. The poll panel
must accept this and adopt
a more flexible approach,
allowing all eligible voters
to exercise their franchise.
The documents suggested
by the apex court are wide-
ly accessible. Of the three,
Aadhaar and Election ID
cards are nearly ubiquitous
in Bihar, with ration cards

available to nearly
two-thirds of the
population. Even if
the EC agrees to
expand the list of
documents that
electors are
required to submit
for reconfirming
the Officers
(EROs), the dis-
tinction made

between two groups of
electors, pre and post-2003,
is unreasonable and needs a
thorough review.While
there should be no two
opinions about the need for
revision of electoral rolls as
mandated under the
Constitution, it is the tim-
ing and manner in which
the EC is going about the
process that have raised .
Undertaking such an exer-
cise, requiring submisfor
through the backdoor”. The
onus is on the EC to
remove such apprehensions
and set the record straight.

Editorial: Bihar SIR — Election
Commission must be fair and flexible
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Telangana forms committee to review staffing across govern-
ment bodies, offers hope for SATG outsourced employees

Hyderabad: There is a ray
of hope for all those out-
sourced employees in the
Sports Authority of Telan
gana with the State Govern
ment constituting a com-
mittee comprising former
Chief Secretary Mrs. A.
Santhi Kumari, another
retired IAS officer Mr. N.
Siva Sankar, Mr. Sandeep
Kumar Sultania, Principal
Secretary to State Govern
ment, Mr. M. Raghunandan
Rao, Secretary, General
Administration Department
to review the staff position
in all the Government Depa
rtments/Corporations/PSUs
/Local Bodies/S ocieties
/Universities/ Instit utions
.The Committee is expect-
ed to review contract and
outsourcing appointments
having regard to the signif-
icant changes in the role,
core functions and priori-
ties of the Government
Departments over the
time.Accordingly, and in
partial modification of the
orders issued this commit-
tee shall make a compre-
hensive study induce con-
sultation with the Secr
etaries to Government and
HoDs of the departments
and submit its report, inter
alia, covering the following
aspects,The Secretariat
Department / Head of the
Department / Corporations
/ PSUs /Local Bodies /
Societies / Universities /
Institutions – wise number
of regular posts sanctioned,
working and vacant and the

need for their continuation,
new sanctions, or modifica-
tions vis a vis the present
priorities, needs and
requirements.The Comm
ittee will also conduct a
similar study in respect of
all categories of temporary
services permitted by the
Government, including
contractual and outsourced
services, and any other
issues relevant in this
regard. The Finance Depart
ment will provide the nec-
essary information to the
Committee and also assist
the Committee in its above
exercise and the Com mit-
tee may obtain such further
information as may be
required, from the Finance
and the concerned adminis-
trative departments for the
purpose of the above exer-
cise. Surprisi ngly, a rec-
ommendation in June 2019
suggesting that the total

number of posts allocated
to SATG were 232 only out
of the sanctioned strength
of 557 posts were not at all
sufficient for smoothing
functioning of the District
Administration, Headquart
ers and as well at newly
constructed stadia in vari-
ous districts of the State.
The Committee may sub-
mit its report within a peri-
od of 60 days. It may be
mentioned here that most
of the coaches in the SATG
receive a nominal salary of
about Rs. 29,000, with no
benefits like DA, HRA, or
conveyance allowances in
most cases. And, a propos-
al for additional posts
required has been prepared
on the needy basis but
unfortunately the top brass
handling the subject ‘defe
rred’ on flimsy grou nds
denying justice to the
coaches fraternity itself.

Adilabad/Kumram Bheem
Asifabad: Both Adilabad
and Kumram Bheem Asif
abad districts registered
light to moderate rains from
Thursday morning to Friday
morning, affecting normal
life.According to the web-
site of Telangana State
Development Society,
Adilabad’s average rainfall
was gauged to be 33.1 mm.
While Bheepur mandal
received the highest rainfall
of 76.8 mm, Jainad mandal
and Sathnala had 76.1 mm
and 68 mm of rainfall.
Bhoraj, Bela, Narnoor, Inde
rvelli, Adilabad Rural, Gud
ihathnoor, Sirikonda and
Utnoor mandals recorded
anywhere between 50 mm
and 30 mm of rainfall. The
actual rainfall of the district
was 370 mm as against the
normal rainfall of 320 mm
from June 1 to July 11,
reflecting an excess by 22
per cent.Meanwhile,
Kumram Bheem Asifabad

district saw the average rain-
fall of 26.9 mm. Asifabad
mandal witnessed the high-
est rainfall by 60 mm, fol-
lowed by Chintalamanepalli
mandal, which registered
51.2 mm of rainfall. The
actual rainfall of the district
was measured to be 327 mm
when compared to the nor-
mal rainfall of 294 mm,
showing a deviation of 11
per cent.Following the rains,
hilly streams swelled, hitting
the connectivity of many
villages in the two districts.
Sedmeka Suman, an 18-

year-old shepherd, was
washed away in a flooding
stream while returning after
grazing cattle between
Dimda and Kethini villages
of Kumram Bheem Asifabad
district. Somini, Ippala
gudem and surrounding vil-
lages were cut off from the
mainstream. Irrigation proj-
ects in the two districts
received copious inflows.
Surplus water was dis-
charged from Mattadivagu,
Sathnala and Kumram
Bheem irrigation project
downstream.

Telangana: Light to moderate
rains in Adilabad and Asifabad

Telangana: QR-coded, durable
Inter pass certificate soon

Hyderabad: Waterproof,
tear proof and tamper proof
– that’s what the Inte rmedi-
ate pass certificate cum
memorandum of marks will
be from the next year.The
certificate is set to become
more robust as the Telanga
na Board of Interm ediate
Education (TG BIE) is giv-
ing a major upgrade to the
certificate with new safety
features and make it durable
for the lifetime.It will also
have the student’s colour
photograph. Apart from
using tear and waterproof
material, the Board has also
decided to enhance the cer-
tificate paper thickness from
120 GSM to 180 GSM.This
change comes following
instances of certificates bei
ng damaged due to flooding
during monsoon season. As
students’ certificates were
damaged during floods in
Mulugu district and
Hyderabad in the past, the
TG BIE had issued duplicate
certificates free of cost.
Further, as part of the re-
design, each certificate will
come printed with a unique
Quick Response (QR) code,
which will be linked to the

flooding during monsoon
season. As studentsBoard’s
digital database. The initia-
tive is aimed at allowing
employers, educational
institutions and other recru
iting agencies to quickly
verify a student’s academic
credentials.“Once the QR
code is scanned with a
mobile phone, it connects
with the database of the
Board, verifying whether or
not the certificate is genuine.
It has also been decided to
print a colour photograph of
the student instead of black
and white as is being done
now,” a senior TG BIE offi-

also drawn up plans to inte-
grate students’ credentials
on its website to allow
employers, educational insti
tutions and other recruiting
agencies verify credentials
of prospective employees.
“Since six years’ data is
already available with the
Centre for Good Gover
nance, we will integrate the
same to the Board’s website.
This will enable prospective
employers to easily verify
credentials of candidates on
the website instead of visit-
ing the Board’s office seek-
ing details,” the senior offi-
cial added.

Telangana: NHM outsourced employ-
ees’ wait for salaries continues

Adilabad: Outsourced
employees of National He
alth Mission (NHM) work-
ing at primary health cen-
tres, community health cen-
tres and other government-
run hospitals are waiting to
receive salaries for two
months.Officials said that
around 4,000 second auxil-
iary nurse midwives (AN
Ms) and other staffers are
working across the State
under the NHM. Salaries of
the second ANMs and other
employees is jointly shared
by both Union and State
governments. While Union
government bears 60 per
cent of salaries, 40 per cent
of the share goes to the
State.Second ANMs and
other employees of the mis-
sion expressed concern that
they were not paid salaries
for twomonths. They feared
that they would be forced to
wait one more month to get

the salaries. They regretted
that they were facing incon-
venience due to the delay in
getting the salaries.They
urged officials to take steps
to release the salaries at the
earliest. They said that they
were left with no option, but
to borrow loans from friends
and relatives to meet day-to-
day expenditures. They stat-
ed that a new policy was
being adopted by NHM with
the regard to payment of the
salaries, causing delay. They

added that they were fac-
ing job
security.Contract-based
employees association
leaders said that the
State government was
mulling to pay the
salaries through Society
(SERP). They
announced that they
would oppose the move
if introduced. They
demanded the govern-

ment without
delaying.Officials said that
the second ANMs employ-
ees were not paid salaries as
their salaries were not
renewed by both union and
State governments resulting
in the delay. They stated that
steps were being taken to
sanction the salaries soon.
They concurred that fund
crunch of the State govern-
ment was contributing to the
delay of the salaries.

Merely supporting Pakistan not prima
facie offence under BNS: Allahabad HC

New Delhi: The Allahabad
High Court has ruled that
merely showing support to
Pakistan, without referring
to any incident or mention-
ing the name of India, will
not prima facie attract a
penal offence under the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS).A Bench of Justice
Arun Kumar Singh
Deshwal was dealing with
a bail application filed by
one Riyaz, an 18-year-old
boy, who was booked
under Section 152 (acts
endangering the sovereign-
ty, unity, and integrity of
India) of the BNS for post-
ing an Instagram story
which said, “Chahe jo ho
jai sport to bas…Pakistan
ka karenge (Whatever hap-
pens, we will support
only… Pakistan)”.In its
order, noting that the Insta
gram post did not mention
anything which indicated
disrespect towards India,
the Bench of Justice
Deshwal said, “Merely
showing support to
Pakistan without referring
to any incident or mention-
ing the name of India, will
not prima facie attract the
offence under Section 152
BNS.”“For attracting the
ingredients of Section 152
BNS, there must be a pur-
pose by spoken or written
words, signs, visible repre-
sentations, the electronic
communication to promote
secession, armed rebellion,
subversive activities or
encourages feeling of sepa-
rating activities or endan-
gers the sovereignty, unity
and integrity of India.
Therefore, merely posting a
message to simply show
support for any country
may create anger or dishar-
mony among citizens of

India and may also be pun-
ishable under Section 196
BNS, which is punishable
up to seven years, but defi-
nitely will not attract the
ingredients of Section 152
BNS,” it added.The Allah
abad High Court, referring
to the judgement of the
apex court in Imran Prata
pgadhi case, reiterated that
before registering a case
regarding a social media
post, it should be looked
into as a reasonable man
and decision should be
based on standards of rea-
sonable, strong-minded,
firm and courageous indi-
viduals and not based on
standards of people with
weak and oscillating
minds.It said that before
invoking the Section 152
BNS, reasonable care and
standards of reasonable
person should be adopted
as spoken words or posts
on social media is also cov-
ered by the liberty of free-
dom of speech and expres-
sion, which should not be
narrowly construed unless
it is of such nature which
affect the sovereignty and
integrity of a country or
encourages separatism.As
per the applicant’s counsel,
the post did not lower the
dignity and sovereignty of
India, and merely support-

ing a country, even if the
country is an enemy, will
not attract the ingredients
of Section 152 BNS. On
the other hand, the prosecu-
tion argued that the social
media post of the applicant
encouraged separatist
activity, and therefore, he is
not entitled to be released
on bail.Consi dering the
young age of the applicant
and taking into account that
charge sheet has already
been filed and without
expressing any opinion on
the merits of the case, the
Bench of Justice Deshwal
ordered the accused to be
released on bail, on his fur-
nishing a personal bond
and two sureties each in the
like amount, to the satisfac-
tion to not influence wit-
nesses and cooperate in the
trial sincerely without
seeking any adjournment, it
cautioned the applicant to
not indulge in any other
criminal activity after
being released on bail.“The
applicant shall not post any
material on social media
which could create dishar-
mony among citizens of
India. In case of breach of
any of the above condi-
tions, it shall be a ground
for cancellation of bail,”
clarified the Allahabad
High Court.
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