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KTR accepts Revanth Reddy’s challenge for open
debate on farmers’ issues, says CM is Naidu’s covert
Hyderabad: Upping the
ante, BRS working presi-
dent KT Rama Rao on
Saturday accepted Chief
Minister A Revanth Red
dy’s challenge for a public
debate on farmers’ issues at
the Hyderabad Press Club
at 11 am on July 8. If not
feasible, the Chief Minister
should announce the date
and venue of his conven-
ience, be it Konda reddy-
palle, Kodanga l, Gajwel,
Chintamadaka or any other
place of his choice, he
said.“We will give him 72
hours to prepare as he is
known to run away from
discussions when cornered.
He had challenged us and
we accepted it. Let us see if
he dares to face facts,” he
declared.Criticising Revant
h Reddy for his lack of
knowledge on Telangana’s
needs, the BRS working
president said the former
could not differentiate
between various basins,
irrigation projects and even
basic geography. He slam
ed the Congress govern-
ment for failing to supply
urea and fertilisers, forcing
farmers to stand in serpen-
tine queues and protest
.“The Congress has truly
brought back ‘Indiramma
Rajyam’ (Indira Gandhi’s
rule) in Telangana, where

farmers have to struggle for
basic needs,” he added,
reminding that by imple-
menting numerous pro-
farmer initiatives, Chandra
shekhar Rao made agricul-
ture remunerative for farm-
ers and ensured their
growth by all standards.
Speaking to mediapersons
at Telangana Bhavan on
Saturday, Rama Rao said
the Congress was reneging
on its poll promises. The
government owes Rs 39
,000 crore to farmers under
Rythu Bharosa, crop loan
waiver and also the prom-
ised Rs 500 bonus for fine
variety rice.He ridiculed
Revanth Reddy’s boast of
winning 100 seats in the
next Assembly
elections.“Let them first
win a ZPTC in the Chief

Minis ter’s constituency,”
he dar ed.The former
Minister also appreciated
Congress MLA J Anirudh
Reddy for openly speaking
on covert agents in the
Congress, stating that
Revanth Reddy himself
was serving as a covert
agent of Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister N Chand
rababu Naidu. None of the
people of Telangana were
happy with the current
Congress rule, excluding
Revanth Reddy and his
aides, he added.“We are
witnessing a “covert rule in
Telangana. Revanth Reddy
has become a PayCM like
the digital payment app for
the Congress high com-
mand. Efforts are being ma
de to divert Telangana’s fun
ds to Delhi and water to An

Sigachi accident toll rises to 40 as
another injured worker succumbs
Sangareddy: One more
person, who sustained seri-
ous burn injuries in the
Sigachi Industries Limited
accident on June 30, suc-
cumbed to his injuries on
Saturday morning.The
deceased was Mun Mun
Chowdary (51), who had
been undergoing treatment
at Dhruva Hospital in
Patancheru. Officials made
arrangements to send his
body to his native place
after conducting the autop-
sy.Sigachi blast: Death toll
rises to 39, five bodies
unidentified, nine still
untraceableWith Chowdary
’s death, the toll in the
Sigachi blast has risen to
40.According to officials,
22 persons who were
injured in the explosion are

still undergoing treatment
at various hospitals. Anoth
er 12, who were admitted
immediately after the acci-
dent, have since recovered
and been discharged. Mean

while, nine persons remain
untraced following the
incident. Two unidentified
bodies are still kept in the
mortuary at the govern-
menthospital in Patancheru

Ponnam Prabhakar insists on Assembly as
venue for debate with BRS, not Press Club

Hyderabad: Responding to
BRS working president KT
Rama Rao’s challenge for a
debate on welfare, farming,
and development issues,
Transport Minister Ponnam
Prabhakar said the debate
should be held in the
Assembly, not at the Press
Club.While Rama Rao had
suggested Basheerbagh
Press Club as the venue for
the proposed debate on var-
ious public issues, the
Congress Minister insisted
that it must take place in
the legislative Assembly.
He urged BRS chief and
Leader of Opposition K
Chandrashekhar Rao to
write to the Speaker reque
sting a special session to
facilitate the discussion.
“It is not correct on KT
Rama Rao’s part to demand

an open debate at the Press
Club, Basheerbagh. It can
be done in the Assembly,”
Ponnam Prabhakar told
media persons here on
Saturday.Asserting that the
Congress Leader of
Oppositionwas confident
of winning the upcoming

local body elections, the
Minister reiterated that
there was no election code
currently in force in the
State and said the party was
prepared for a debate on all
issues with the BRS, pro-
vided it was conducted on
the floor of the Assembly.

Rachakonda Police Achieves Historic Milestone: All
2,847 Non-Bailable Warrants Disposed in 30 Days
In a landmark initiative
titled “NBW-Free Comm
issionerate,” the Racha
konda Police have success-
fully executed and dis-
posed of all 2,847 pending
Non-Bailable Warrants
(NBWs) within a span of
just 30 days. This unprece-
dented operation marks a
significant achievement in
judicial enforcement and
police accountability, set-
ting a new benchmark for
law enforcement agencies
across the country.The
operation was launched in
response to a sharp rise in
NBW pendency—from
1,088 at the beginning of
2024 to 2,847 by the end of
April. To address this, the
Commissionerate under-
took a comprehensive strat-
egy by categorizing the
warrants based on their
nature and jurisdiction.
Warrants were grouped into
long-pending cases (espe-
cially those issued before
2023), grave and non-grave
offences, and further seg-
mented based on whether
they fell within the Com
missionerate, tri-Commis
sionerates, within the state,
or in other states.To exe-
cute this plan, nine special
NBW teams were formed,
each comprising one Sub-
Inspector and four Police
Constables, with a focus on
division-wise execution.
Additional teams were dis-
patched to states like
Andhra Pradesh, Maharas
htra, and Rajast han to
apprehend absconders. As a
result, 2,024 NBWs were
physically executed, while
the remaining 823 were
submitted to the courts for
proclamation proceedings
under Sections 82 to 85 of
the Cr.P.C. and BNSS.
These included requests for
notices to sureties, property
attachment, and declaring
absco nders as proclaimed
offenders.The operation
yielded remarkable out-
comes. A total of 1,408
long-pending warrants
issued before 2023 were
executed. In 52 cases, the
accused were found to be
deceased, and the courts
were informed to proceed
with the remaining
accused. Fourteen accused
were already in jail and
were produced before the
courts to regularize the
warrants, enabling the initi-
ation of trials. Thirteen

absconders were appre-
hended while trials were in
progress, and four individ-
uals involved in narcotics
cases were arrested, paving
the way for related trials to
commence.The operation
also had a ripple effect—
many accused, realizing the
seriousness of the crack-
down, voluntarily appro
ached the courts to resolve
their cases. This proactive
legal engagement was
widely appreciated by magi
strates, public prosecutors,
and advocates, who com-
mended the police for their
dedication and efficiency.
Courts were also requested
not to grant bail to long-
absconding accu sed until
the completion of their tri-
als, reinforcing the serious-
ness of the judicial pr
ocess.The Rachakonda
Police  emphasized that
this effort will continue,
with a commitment to exe-
cuting all newly issued
NBWs within stipulated
timeframes. In cases where
execution is not possible,
Station House Officers
(SHOs) have been directed
to initiate legal proceedings
against sureties and request
the courts to declare the
accused as proclaimed
offenders. Several ins anc
es of improper sureties and
mediator involvement have
also been identified and
flagged for judicial scruti-
ny.This operation is partic-
ularly significant given the
scale of pending cases in
the Commis sionerate.
With over 50,000 PT cases

under trial, the pendency of
NBWs had been hampering
judicial proceedings and
enabling habitual offenders
to continue criminal activi-
ties while on bail. NBWs,
issued under Section 76 of
the BNSS and Section 74
of the Cr.P.C., are binding
legal instruments that
authorize law enforcement
to arrest and produce the
accused before the court.
Their timely execution is
crucial for upholding the
rule of law, ensuring justice
for victims, and maintain-
ing public trust in the legal
system.The Rachakonda
Police’s strategic approach
—combining legal rigor,
inter-state coordination,
and community accounta-
bility—has not only decon-
gested the judicial backlog
but also sent a strong mes-
sage that evading the law
will not be tolerated. This
operation has reinforced
the sanctity of the judicial
process, improved police-
court coordination, and
restored public confidence
in the justice system.As the
Commissionerate moves
forward, it pledges to main-
tain this momentum, ensur-
ing that justice is not only
served but delivered swift-
ly and effectively. The
“NBW-Free Commis sion-
erate” initiative stands as a
model for other jurisdic-
tions, proving that with
determination, coordina-
tion, and legal diligence,
even the most daunting
backlogs can be cleared.

Ramchander Rao dares Ponnam Prabhakar to make
Revanth Reddy resign, offer post to BC MLA
Hyderabad: BJP State pres-
ident N Ramchander Rao
challenged BC Welfare
Minister Ponnam Prabhakar
to make Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy resign and
offer the post to a Backward
Classes (BC) MLA, if the
Congress truly cared about
the community’s welfare
.His remarks came in resp
onse to Congress’ charges
that the BJP had let down
the BC community by app
ointing an upper-caste leader
as the party’s new State
president.“If Chief Minister
A Revanth Reddy offers his
post to a BC MLA, I too will
quit from my post,”
Ramchander Rao declared,
shortly after assumingcon-
tribution to Telangana’s
growt h, he said nearly 50
central government institu-
tions were established in
the regi on by the Congress
government in the past.
charge as the BJP State pres-
ident in Hyderabad on Sat

urday.He came down heavi-
ly on the Congress for
allegedly misleading the
public with claims that the
BJP was trying to remove
the words ‘secular’ and
‘socialist’ from the Con sti-
tution.“The Congress inc
luded these words as part of
its appeasement tactics.
From former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee to cur-

rent Prime Minister Nar
endra Modi, no BJP govern-
ment has attempted to
remove them,” he asserted.
“Since the Congress lacks
real issues to confront the
BJP, it is resorting to false
campaigns,” he said.Rao
also wrote a letter to the
Chief Minister, demanding
fulfilment of the six guaran-
tees promised to the people.
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Kharge dares BJP to remove
‘Secular’ word from Constitution

Hyderabad: All India Con
gress Committee (AICC)
chief Mallikarjun Kharge
challenged the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)-led Uni
on government to remove
the word ‘Secular’ from the
Indian Constitution and
questioned its commitment
in safeguarding constitu-
tional values.Referring to
an RSS leader’s demand to
remove ‘Secular’ word
from the Constitution, the
AICC chief wondered if
the saffron party had hatred
towards socialism and sec-
ularism, why were these
words included in its
Constit ution“None can
remove the Secular and
Socialist words from the
Constitution and the
Congress will fight against
any such attempts,” Kharge
said at a public meeting
here on Friday.The AICC
chief reminded that after
the Pahalgam terror attack,
the Congress and other par-
ties had extended full sup-
port to the Central govern-
ment in waging a war
against Pakistan. However,
the Prime Minister skipped
the all-party meeting, but
campaigned for Bihar elec-
tions, he stated.“Modi vis-
ited 42 countries but did
not visit Manipur. This is
his love for the nation,”

Kharge said.Before waging
the war against Pakistan,
the Prime Minister had
vowed to reclaim Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir but sus-
pended the war abruptly
and misled the people, he
charge d.Quest ioning
BJP’s contribution to
Telangana’s growt h, he
said nearly 50 central gov-
ernment institutions were
established in the regi on
by the Congress govern-
ment in the past. In con-
trast, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had prom-
ised to deposit Rs 15 lakh
in each bank account and 2
crore jobs annually, did he
fulfil these promises, he

asked the gatherin g.“
People have to be cautious
of BJP’s deceitful tactics
and strengthen the Cong
ress,” Kharge said.The AI
CC chief claimed that after
Congress came to power in
Telangana, the poor,
women and other sections
had got relief. The promis-
es made to the people in the
State were fulfilled, he
said, listing out free bus
travel for women, free
power and Rythu Bharosa
assistance for farmers.“We
will continue to fight for
implementation of 42 per
cent reservations to
Backward Classes,” the
AICC chief asserted.

Three more victims of Sigachi blast identified
through DNA; 11 families still wait confirmation

Sangareddy: Three more
bodies of the victims of the
Sigachi Chloro Chemicals
Private Limited explosion
were identified on Saturday
morning after officials
received DNA reports from
the Central Forensic Scien
ce Laboratory (CFSL)
.With this, the total number
of identified victims rose to
39. Two more bodies
remain in the mortuary at
the government hospital in
Patancheru. Officials were
awaiting a few more DNA
reports by Saturday eveni
ng and were hopeful of
identifying the remaining
two bodies as well.All thr
ee individuals identified on
Saturday were migrant
workers from Bihar and
Odisha. They were Poorn
achandar Sahu from Odis
ha, and Aslam Ansari and
Shambu Ram Vihar, both

from Bihar. Efforts were
underway to send their
bodies to their respective
native villages with ambu-
lance arrangements in plac
e.Meanwhile, eleven more
families were still waiting
to trace their missing rela-
tives, who remained unac-

counted for following the
explosion. Their blood
samples had been collected
for DNA matching. These
families were staying at a
rehabilitation centre set up
at the industrial area in
Pashamylaram, Sangare
ddy district.

Engineering graduate dies by suicide over job
exam failures in Telangana’s Hanamkonda

Hanamkonda: A 24-year-
old engineering graduate
died by suicide at Peddak
odepaka village in Shaym
pet mandal on Friday night,
allegedly distressed over
her inability to secure a
government job.According
to the police, Ravula Pra
thyusha, the younger daug
hter of daily-wage workers
Ramesh and Sunitha, ended
her life by hanging herself
in her room. Her parents
found her hanging from the
ceiling on Saturday morn-
ing.Prathyusha, who had
completed her BTech in
2023, had been preparing
for competitive exams and
was aspiring for a govern-

morning.Prathyusha,ment
job. She was reportedly
disheartened after narrowly
missing qualifying marks
in several exams.A case has

been registered based on a
complaint lodged by her
father, Ramesh. Police said
investigations are under-
way.

India-Pakistan trade continues
in May despite border tensions

Islamabad: Despite a brief
military conflict and the
continued closure of bor-
ders, trade between Pakis
tan and India persisted in
May, primarily through a
third country. The official
data showed that imports
from India reached a three-
year high during July-May
FY25, Dawn reported quot-
ing the data of the State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP).It
showed that imports from
India totalled USD 211.5
million in the first 11
months of FY25 — sur-
passing USD 207m in
FY24 and USD 190m in
FY23. In May alone —
when the four-day conflict
broke out in the first
week—imports stood at
USD 15 million, slightly
down from USD 17 million
in the same month last
year.However, Pakistan’s
exports to India remained
negligible. In May, exports
to India were recorded at
just USD 1,000, while total
exports during July-May
FY25 were only USD 0.5
million. In FY24 and FY
23, exports stood at USD
3.44 million and USD 0.33
million, respectively—
highlighting the highly
one-sided nature of bilater-
al trade.Formal trade rela-
tions between Pakistan and
including to and from any
third country through
Pakistan, is suspended
forthwith.” Traders were

reluctant to discuss the
continuationIndia have suf-
fered since 2019. However,
after the April 22 Pahalgam
terror attack that claimed
26 lives, India took a series
of measures, including
immediate shutting down
of the Attari land-transit
post, used for movement of
certain kinds of goods.In
retaliation, Pakistan too
annou nced that “all trade
with India, including to and
from any third country
through Pakistan, is sus-
pended forthwith.” Traders
were reluctant to discuss
the continuation of imports
during the tense period.
However, one trader sug-
gested: “It may have come
from a third country and
the payment for the May
imports would have been

made before the
war.”Although official data
reflects limited trade, some
research institutions claim
the actual trade is far high-
er. “India’s unofficial
exports to Pakistan are esti-
mated at USD 10 billion
annually, routed primarily
through Dubai, Colombo,
and Singapore,” Dawn said
quoting a research body.
Analysts said the unofficial
trade remains robust due to
Pakistan’s high cost of pro-
duction and industrial
dependence on foreign
inputs. “We should not ign
ore smuggling from India
since the cost of production
in Pakistan is the highest in
the region, which creates
space for goods from India,
China, and Bangladesh,”
said an exporter.

Nizampet and tried to
cover it up as death due to
natural causes. The inci-
dent which happened last
month came to light only
on Saturday.The victim,
Anji, was a native of
Narayanpet and married
Radha in 2014, and the
couple had two children.
According to the police,
Anji used to come home in
an inebriated condition and
create a nuisance regularly.
Due to this, Radha was fed
up and planned to kill her

husband.“On June 22,
when Anji came home in an
inebriated condition, Radha
strangled him to death. She
later informed relatives that
Anji suffered a cardiac
arrest and died,” said the

police.The body
was shifted to Anji’s
native, and during
preparations for the
funeral, the
deceased’s relatives
noticed injuries on
the body and
informed the local

police. A case was regis-
tered in Narayanpet, and a
zero FIR was transferred to
the Bachupally police sta-
tion for further investiga-
tion. The police arrested
the woman.

Woman kills drunkard husband for fre-
quent nuisance in inebriated condition

Father-son duo held for forging gov-
ernment certificates in Adilabad

Adilabad: A gang com-
prising a father and son
involved in duping the pub-
lic by forging government
certificates and stamps was
busted, with the police
arresting one person here
on Saturday. Empty docu-
ments, fake stamps, a com-
puter and a hard disk were
seized from him. Another

accused is absconding.
Briefing the media, Super
intendent of Police Akhil
Mahajan said that Ladvi
Badrinath was apprehend-
ed for manufacturing fake
birth, community and resi-
dence certificates to cheat
the public. His son, Rahul
Badrinath confessed to
forging certificates from

various government depart-
ments, including Revenue,
Panchayat Raj, Municipal,
Police, and Registrations,
to make quick money .Ma
hajan commended Adilab
ad DSP L Jeevan Reddy,
CCI Inspector B Chandra
shekhar, and Adilabad I To
wn Inspector B Sunil Kum
ar for busting the racket.

Telangana: Car following Google Maps
falls into stream in Jangaon, five injured
Jangaon: Five youths from
Nagpur in Maharashtra
sustained minor injuries
after the car they were trav-
elling in fell into a stream
while following directions
on Google Maps during the
early hours of Saturday.The
mishap occurred near
Vadlakonda crossroads in
Jangaon district. Upon
receiving information, loc
al police rushed to the spot
and shifted the injured to
the Jangaon Area Hospital
for treatment Sources said
the group, en route to
Tirupati, was following a
route shown by Google
Maps and failed to notice
an under-construction
bridge over the Ganu gupa-
had stream. The car plung

ed into the stream as there
were reportedly no warning
signs or barricades at the
site.Locals said the bridge
on the Jangaon– Husnabad
road had been under con-
struction for several years,
and several accidents had

previously occurred at the
same location. Police had
recently filled the road
verge with soil to prevent
such mishaps, but
Saturday’s incident high-
lights the continued danger.
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