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He|p||ne set up at Te|angana Bhavan in New GHMC Commissioner RV Karnan inspects Shilpa Layout
flyover, directs officials to expedite beautification works

Delhi amid escalating Iran-Israel tensions

Hyderabad: In response to
the escalating geopolitical
tensions and military devel-
opments between Iran and
Israel, the Telangana gov-
ernment has established a
dedicated  helpline at
Telangana Bhavan in New
Delhi to assist residents
from the State who may be
living or traveling in the
affected region.According to
the latest updates from the
Ministry of External Affairs

and  Indian Embassies
abroad, no citizens from
Telangana  have  been

reportNew Delhi, are in con-
tinued as directly impacted.
Nevertheless, the helpline
has been launched to pro-
vide guidance, gather infor-
mation, and extend support

to individuals or families, if
needed.Senior officials sta-
tioned at Telangana Bhavan,
New Delhi, are in continu-
ous coordination with the
Ministry of External Affairs,
embassy staff, and other
concerned central authori-

ties to monitor the evolving
situation.Citizens are
advised to follow official
government advisories and
avoid circulating unverified
or sensitive Information
through social media or
messaging platforms.

Two intermediate students die by suicide after
failing supplementary exams in Telangana

Sangareddy/Siddipet: Two
intermediate students died
by suicide after failing to
clear their subjects in the
recently announced advan
ced supplementary examina-
tion results on Monday.In
Sangareddy, a second-year
intermediate student,
Venkataramana (19), ended
his life by hanging after he
failed to clear one of the
subjects. He was the son of
Raipally Krishna.In a sepa-
rate incident in Siddipet, a
first-year intermediate stu-
dent Gugulothu Harika (16),
died by suicide at her resi-

dence in Katkur village of
Akkannapet mandal on
Monday. She had reportedly
failed in one of her subsub-

jects. He was the son of
Jects.Cases have been regis-

tered and further investiga-
tions are underway.

Duped by realtors, BRS activist
attempts suicide In Telangana S Ser|IIa

Rajanna-Sircilla: A BRS
activist and former MPTC,
Karkaboina Kuntaiah,
attempted suicide by con-
suming pesticides after
being allegedly cheated by
local realtors and receiving
no response from the police
despite repeated complaint
According to family mem-
bers, Kuntaiah, a native of
Ankushapur village in
Thangallapalli mandal, had
accompanied other BRS
workers to Hyderabad on
Monday.While the others
returned to the village by
night, Kuntaiah did not
come back. Concerned
about his whereabouts, his
family lodged a complaint
with the police, who traced
his location using mobile
signals.Kuntaiah was found

unconscious on the outskirts
of the village on Tuesday
morning. Upon learning that
he had consumed pesticides;
police rushed him to hospi-
tal for treatment.In a suicide
note purportedly written by
him, Kuntaiah stated that
realtor Ganga Krishna

Reddy had occupled his land
worth Rs 10 lakh, while
another person, Nagaraju,
had sold him fake land.

Despite complaints, he
claimed, police had failed to
can | perform my daughter’s
marriage when | have noth-
ing left?” he wrote.

Hyderabad Bird Atlas Season
2 survey to klck off on July 5

Sangareddy: The much-
awaited second season of
the Hyderabad Bird Atlas
(HBA) survey will begin on
July 5 across the State capi-
tal and continue till July 20.
The fortnight-long initiative
aims to document the pres-
ence and abundance of vari-
ous bird species in 180 ran-
domly selected regions
across Hyderabad.In the first
season held in February
2025, over 200 bird watch-
ers participated voluntarily
and recorded the presence of
195 different bird species
within the Outer Ring Road
limits. This year’s survey
will expand to cover new
areas of the city as part of
the ongoing effort to track
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bird diversity in the face of
rapid urbanisation.Speaking
to ‘Telangana Today’,
Sriram Reddy, a core mem-
ber of the HBA team, said it
was vital to document avian
life in Hyderabad, especially
at a time when the city and

its surroundings were
experiencing  swift
urban growth. He
described the prepa-

ration of the
Hyderabad Bird Atlas
as the first step

towards understand-
ing bird distribution
and guiding conser-
vation efforts.During
the first phase, volun-
teers covered 180
locations and identi-
fied 70,189 individual birds
representing 195 species. Of
these, 83 were migratory
species and four were classi-
fied as threatened.Sriram
appealed to nature enthusi-
asts to participate in large
numbers

Hyderabad: Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Corp
oration (GHMC) Com mis-
sioner RV Karnan has
directed officials to expedite
the beautification works of
the Shilpa Layout Phase-2
flyover, which is nearing
completion and will soon be
opened to traffic.The
Commissioner inspected the
flyover on Tuesday, which
has been constructed from
the Outer Ring Road (ORR)
to Gachibowli at a cost of
Rs. 178 crore. With civil
works  completed, he
instructed officials to finish
the remaining beautification
and greenery tasks immedi-
ately.Karnan also directed
engineering officials to
install transfer bars (rumble
strips) as per Indian Roads
Congress (IRC)
guidelines.Further, he asked
officials to inspect the com-

pleted, he instructed
Gachibowli and Hafizpet
flyovers and prepare propos-
als for additional develop-
ment works.Accompanied
by Project Chief Engineer
Bhaskar Reddy, Deputy
Executive Engineer Harish,
Zonal Superintending
Engineer Shankar Nayak,
and others, Karnan also

inspected several areas in
Hafizpet. He instructed offi-
cials to clear waste accumu-
lated under the Hafizpet fly-
over and make the space
suitable for sporting activi-
ties. He also reviewed the
Eerla Cheruvu drainage
diversion project and direct-
ed officials to complete
pending works.

Biogas plant in OU Women’s hostels changes campus
environment, reduces LPG, flrewood consumptlon

Hyderabad: The installa-
tion of a biogas plant in the
women’s hostels at Osmania
University (OU) has result-
ed in a noticeable reduction
in LPG usage and firewood
consumption, contributing
to a more sustainable and
eco-friendly campus.In
December 2024, the Mahala
kshmi Biogas Plant was
inaugurated on the premises
of the Women’s Hostel in
OU. The plant was set up by
Saahas under the ReSET
CSR initiative funded by
KPMG India.Operator of
Ahuja Engineering Compa
ny, which installed the plant,
Sandeep, explaining the
process of generating biogas
from food waste, said, “We
have arranged designated
bins in the mess at all the
hostels. The plant processes
2 tons of wet (food) waste,
which is collected daily
from the mess of the hostels
and is transported to the site
through an electric vehi-
cle.”At the site, the bins are
weighed and the food waste
reaches the sorting table,
where it is crushed in the
crusher and mixed with slur-
ry, fed to the digester tank.

Here, anaerobic digestion
takes place in the digester to
form biogas, said the opera-
tor.The biogas is generated
in a tank and then passes
through the H2S and water
trap scrubber to absorb H2S
and moisture. In this
process, the biogas is puri-
fied to around 60% methane
content. This purified gas is
stored in the biogas storage
balloons from where it is
supplied to the Kkitchen
through a pipeline system,
Sandeep said.“We have pro-
vided biogas stoves to the
kitchens for preparing food
for hostel inmates. Through
this biogas, food preparation

can be done for 300 to 400
members,” he said.“It was a
challenging task for us to
handle the food waste gener-
ated from the hostels, which
used to be sent to those rear-
ing  cattle,”  Director,
Campus Hostels for Women,
Osmania University, Y
Kalyana Lakshmi, told
Telangana Today. This situa-
tion often led to unsanitary
conditions and unpleasant
odours in the area, she
said.“After the biogas plant,
we are saving on firewood
and LPG gas for which
every month, we used to
spend Rs 40,000 to 50,000,”
the Director explained.

Air India San Francisco-Mumbai flight delayed at
Kolkata after engine snag; passengers deplaned

Kolkata: An Air India flight
from San Francisco to
Mumbai faced a technical
snag in one of its engines,
forcing all passengers to
deplane during a scheduled
halt at Kolkata airport early
on Tuesday.Flight AI180
landed on time at 12:45 am,
but a problem in the left
engine caused a delay in its
onward journey.At around
5:20 am, an announcement
was made onboard instruct-
ing all passengers to disem-

: LAIRINDIA. ...

bark.The captain informed
passengers that the decision

was taken in the interest of
flight safety.

Sangareddy man jailed for life
for killing cousin over petty row

Sangareddy: A man who
killed his cousin over a petty
issue was sentenced to life
imprisonment by Principal
District and Sessions Judge
G Bhavani
Chandra.According to
police, the convict, Mangali
Bhaskar, a resident of
Madaram in Jinnaram man-
dal, had an argument with
his cousin Mangali Babu
(26) over a trivial matter on

November 19, 2021. In a fit

of rage, Bhaskar
stabbed Babu
with a broken
beer bottle,
resulting in his
death.After
examining the
evidence and
hearing  argu-
ments from both
sides, the judge
pronounced the
verdict on Tuesday.
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Singareni’s growth top priority for
Telangana government: Bhatti Vikramarka

Jayashankar-Bhupalpally:
Deputy Chief  Minister
Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka
stated that strengthening the
Singareni Collieries
Company Limited (SCCL),
a public sector enterprise
employing over 45,000 peo-
ple, was a top priority for the
State government to safe-
guard livelihood opportuni-
ties for future
generations.The Deputy CM
conducted a review meeting
with senior officials at the
Singareni General
Manager’s office in
Bhupalpally on Tuesday.He
said the government’s pri-
mary objective was to
ensure  that  Singareni
remained profitable for the
benefit of its employees,
local communities, and the
State exchequer.

He noted that while SCCL
and Coal India once held
monopoly in the coal sector,
global shifts in the coal
industry have now necessi-
tated Singareni’s prepared-
ness to withstand market
competition. He advised
officials and staff to consis-
tently compare coal produc-

tion costs and market prices,
both of private players and
SCCL, to ensure competi-
tiveness. To enhance trans-
parency, he instructed offi-
cials to install display
boards at mining sites show-
ing production costs and
market prices of coal to raise
awareness among workers
and officers.Drawing atten-
tion to Singareni’s 136-year
history in mining, the
Deputy CM urged the com-
pany to explore other miner-
al opportunities beyond
coal. He suggested appoint-

ing consultants to assess
global demand for critical
minerals and study their
availability. Failing to plan
ahead, he warned, would
risk harming future genera-
tions.Responding to com-
plaints from locals, the
Deputy CM directed offi-
cials to investigate and sub-
mit a report on the impact of
mining operations on two
villages in Bhupalpally con-
stituency.The review meet-
ing was attended by
Minister Duddilla Sridhar
Babu and others.

Phone-tapping case: TPCC president appears before SIT

Hyderabad: TPCC presi-
dent Mahesh Kumar Goud
on Tuesday appeared before
the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) of the State
Police probing the phone-
tapping case.Speaking to
media persons later, the
TPCC president alleged that
the previous government
had tapped phones of politi-
cal leaders, including those
from Telugu Desam and
BJP. This was also one of

the reasons for Congress

losing the 2018 elec-
tions, he claimed.al
notice to TPCC chief
over phone-tapping
allegationA  com-
plaint was lodged-
with the then Chief
Secretary over the
issue. Stern action
should be initiated
against all those
involved in the scan-
dal, the TPCC presi-
dent demanded.

Neglect leaves Palamuru-Rangareddy
Lift Irrigation Scheme tunnels clogged

Hyderabad: Nearly two
years of neglect have pushed
the Palamuru-Rangareddy
Lift Irrigation Scheme
(PRLIS) into a precarious
state, with clogged tunnels
and submerged structures
and equipment. Experts
warn that leaking passages
and poor maintenance could
destabilise local hydrology
and endanger fragile ecosys-
tems. Without urgent inter-
vention, this flagship project
risks becoming another
unfulfilled promise in
Telangana’s troubled irriga-
tion history Just two days
ago, Deputy Chief Minister
Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka
had assured that the
Congress-led government
would expedite PRLIS com-
pletion, stressing timely
fund releases to fast-track
progress. The aim is to
transform the drought-hit
lands of Mahabubnagar into
fertile  zones,  turning
Palamuru into the “rice
bowl” of India. Irrigation
Minister N Uttam Kumar
Reddy too echoed this com-
mitment, setting an ambi-
tious deadline of December
be fast-tracked over the next
six months.However, engi-
neers, speaking on condition
of anonymity, expressed
concern that PRLIS has lost
the special focus it received
under the previous BRS
regime. They warned that
continued neglect of mainte-
nance could have cata-
strophic consequences.
Cracks could form in con-
crete linings or unlined tun-
nel walls due to soil shifts,
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weathering or minor seismic

tremors common in the
region. Seepage from these
fissures could weaken sur-
rounding soil, risking subsi-
dence or landslides.Inside
the tunnels, sediment,
including silt, rocks and
organic debris like roots, has
begun to accumulate, clog-
ging water flow. Stagnant
water  fosters bacterial
growth and algae, while cor-
rosion threatens steel com-
ponents, weakening the
entire structure. Prolonged
lack of upkeep could drasti-
cally escalate revival
costs.PRLIS is a critical
project designed to irrigate
12.3 lakh acres and supply
drinking water to 1,226 vil-
lages across the six districts
Mahabubnagar, Vikarabad,
Narayanpet, Rangareddy
and Nalgonda.The scheme’s
tunnels, some several kilo-
metres long and up to 10
metres in diametre, are
meant to lift and transport
massive volumes of water
across five stages through
rugged  terrain.  With
Rs.31,000 crore already
spent and 85 per cent of the
work completed under the

g.:\“' \3‘.

BRS government, the proj-
ect held the promise of
transforming parched farm-
lands. But since 2023, work
has largely stalled. Pumping
units have already been sub-
merged once, and continued
neglect threatens further
structural damage.
Engineers fear PRLIS may
go the way of the
Parambikulam Aliyar
Project (PAP) in Tamil Nadu
and Kerala. Launched in the
1950s, PAP faced decades of
neglect and delay, and by the
1980s, unmaintained tunnels
were clogged with debris,
and seepage damaged the
infrastructure, inflating
costs. Andhra Pradesh’s
Polavaram project also saw
tunnel and canal works stall
due to funding issues and
political uncertainty, result-
Ing in sedimentation and
structural decayThe PRLIS
now stands at a crossroads.
The estimated cost has bal-
looned to Rs.65,506 crore,
with Rs.33,201 crore still
required. Despite assur-
ances, experts worry that the
project has been placed on
the back burner by the
Congress government.
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Elephant from Andhra Pradesh to grace
Bonalu, Moharram processmns In Hyderabad

Hyderabad: This year, the
annual Bonalu festivities
and Moharram processions
in the city will feature an
elephant  from  Andhra
Pradesh, unlike last year
when the animal was
brought from Karnataka.The
decision was taken after the
Mutt at Davanagere in
Karnataka declined the
Telangana ~ Endowments
Department’s request to per-
mit an elephant for religious
processions. The reasons for
the refusal remain
unclear.Following this, an
appeal was made to a Mutt
in Anantapur, Andhra
Pradesh, which responded
positively. A No Objection
Certificate (NOC) for the
formal appeal from the
Endowments Department
has already been approved,
according to a Forest
Department official Once
the Andhra Pradesh Forest
Department grants its NOC,
other formalities will be
completed. The elephant
from Anantapur has report-
edly been trained to partici-
pate in various religious pro-

cessions, the  official
addedThe  arrangements
were initiated after the
Akkanna Madanna
Mahankali temple formally
approached the
Endowments Department
requesting an elephant for
the Bonalu

festivities.Although Bonalu

is celebrated as a State festi-
val, the temple made a for-
mal request to the depart-
ment only last month, said
Mahankali temple general
Dattatreya.Apart from this
temple, others including the
Sri Ujjaini Mahankali tem-
ple in Secunderabad and the
Nalla Pochamma temple in
Sabzi Mandi also organise
processionsAfter the Bonalu
festivities, the same elephant
will be used in the Bibi-Ka-
Alam procession held dur-
ing Moharram.Arranging an
elephant a cumbersome
processEvery year, the
Endowments Department
faces a challenge in arrang-
ing an elephant for various
religious processions.
Temple committees and
other religious organisations
seeking to conduct proces-
sions submit formal appeals

to the department paying
requisite charges.The
arrangements include trans-
portation of the elephant,
deployment of veterinary
doctors, and the presence of
trainers. The department
must then obtain a NOC
from the Forest department.
After securing approval
from the other State, the ele-
phant is brought to
Telangana.To avoid this
cumbersome process, both
the Forest and Endowments
departments have urged
major temples such as those
in  Yadagirigutta  and
Vemulawada to adopt ele-
phants.However,  temple
managements are still evalu-
ating the pros and cons of
adoption, including the cost
of maintenance Arrang
ingand other logistical fac-
tors, the official added.

Six arrested in Jalpally arson incident
that sparked mild communal tension

Hyderabad: The
Mailardevpally police on
Monday arrested six people
for a DCM arson incident at
Jalpally on Sunday evening
that caused mild communal
tension.Tense moments
were witnessed at Jalpally,
Pahadishareef, after some
persons stopped a vehicle
allegedly carrying animal
waste, attacked two people
grievously, and burnt their
vehicle.The development
forced members of the
butchers’ community and
cattle traders to gather in

large numbers on the
Jalpally road. The
Mailardevpally police

reached the spot and brought
the situation under control
and barricaded the area to
prevent any untoward inci-
dent.Meanwhile, the situa-
tion remained peaceful at
Musheerabad, where a
group protested in front of

the police station over a
derogatory social media post
targeting a particular com-
munity on Sunday
night.Some local youngsters
from Musheerabad had
noticed a post on social
media with distasteful con-
tent and assembled in front
of the local police station,
demanding action against
the person who had posted
the content. On assurances

from higher officials, the
crowd dispersed from the
spot after giving a represen-
tation to the police.On the
other hand, the local police
said the situation was under
control in Attapur, where
mild tension prevailed after
some persons stopped a
vehicle carrying cattle and
attacked the driver resulting
in clash between two groups
on Sunday.

Hyderabad: Traffic restrictions on Lakdikapul
Road for one month due to drain work

Hyderabad: The
Hyderabad Traffic Police
have imposed nighttime
traffic  restrictions on
Lakdikapul Road between
11 pm and 5 am due to the
construction of a stormwa-
ter drain _at Lakdikapul
junction. The restrictions
will take effect from
Wednesday night and
remain in force for one will
span a total distance of 180
metres, starting from the
Intelligence  Office to
Dwaraka Hotel, passing by
Lucky Restaurant and
Venkateshwara Hotel (Old
PS Saifabad Junction).
Traffic from Nirankari
towards Igbal Minar will
be diverted via Ravindra
Bharathi. Vehicles moving
from Ravindra Bharathi to
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Old PS Saifabad will be
diverted at Igbal Minar
towards Secretariat Juncti
on. Similarly, traffic from
Secretariat Junction to Old
PS Saifabad will be redi-
rected at Igbal Minar towa

> @

rds Ravindra Bhar athi.The
traffic police have advised
commuters to use alterna-
tive routes during the
restricted hours and reque
sted public cooperation in
following the advisory.
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